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• Preparations for the United Nations General Assembly 
High-level Meeting on the Prevention and Control of NCDs
(New York, 19-20 September 2011)

• First Global Ministerial Conference on Healthy Lifestyles and 
NCD Control 
(Moscow, 28-29 April 2011)

Topics

预防和控制非传染病 Профилактика неинфекционных заболеваний и борьба с ними
Prevención y control de las enfermedades no transmisiblesالوقاية من الأمراض غير المعدية ومكافحتها

Prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases Prévention et maîtrise des maladies non transmissibles

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)
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• NCDs are the single biggest cause of death. 
9 out of 10 deaths from NCDs before the age of 60 years of 
age occur in low- and middle-income countries.

• NCDs are a threat to economic development and they 
impede poverty reduction initiatives, including the MDGs.

• NCDs are preventable: there are cost-effective solutions that 
are affordable to all countries.

• There is a window of opportunity now to accelerate the 
implementation of the Action Plan of the Global Strategy for 
the Prevention and Control of NCDs (endorsed by the World 
Heath Assembly in 2008)

Noncommunicable Diseases = NCDs
Key messages
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Low-income countriesGroup III - Injuries
Group II – Other deaths from NCDs
Group II – Premature deaths from NCDs (below 60 years), which are preventable
Group I – Communicable diseases, maternal, perinatal and nutritional conditions

Total deaths in the world (2008)
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Four types of NCDs account for most deaths in all regions

WHO Region for the 
Western Pacific

Diabetes
Respiratory diseases
Cancers
Cardiovascular diseases

Other NCDs

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

WHO Region 
for Africa

WHO Region 
for the Americas

WHO Region for the 
Eastern Mediterranean

WHO Region 
for Europe

WHO Region for 
South-East Asia



World Health Organization 10 March 2011

5

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

More than 8 million people die before the age of 60
in developing countries from noncommunicable diseases

Increased exposure to 
common modifiable risk factors

Noncommunicable diseases

Limited access to 
effective and equitable health-care services 

Populations in low- and middle-income countriesPoverty at 
household level

Loss of 
household 

income

NCDs are linked to poverty and cause poverty
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In May 2000, WHO Member States began mobilizing a global response to address NCDs, 
with a particular focus on developing countries

High-level Meeting on NCDs (New York, 19-20 September 2011)

Action Plan on the Global Strategy for the 
Prevention and Control of NCDs

Global Strategy for the Prevention and 
Control of Noncommunicable Diseases

WHO Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control

Global Strategy on Diet, 
Physical Activity and Health

Global Strategy to Reduce the 
Harmful Use of Alcohol
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*Surveillance*
Mapping the 
epidemic of 

NCDs

*Management*
Strengthen 

health care for 
people with 

NCDs

*Prevention*
Reducing the 

level of 
exposure to 
risk factors

World Health Assembly in 2000: 
There is a clear vision on how to address NCDs
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Six objectives:
1. Raising the priority accorded to NCDs in 

development work at global and national 
levels, and integrating prevention and 
control of NCDs into policies across all 
government departments

2. Establishing and strengthening national 
policies and programmes

3. Reducing and preventing risk factors 
4. Prioritizing research on prevention and 

health care
5. Strengthening partnerships
6. Monitoring NCD trends and assessing 

progress made at country level

Six objectives:
1. Raising the priority accorded to NCDs in 

development work at global and national 
levels, and integrating prevention and 
control of NCDs into policies across all 
government departments

2. Establishing and strengthening national 
policies and programmes

3. Reducing and preventing risk factors 
4. Prioritizing research on prevention and 

health care
5. Strengthening partnerships
6. Monitoring NCD trends and assessing 

progress made at country level

World Health Assembly in 2008: 
There is a clear roadmap for all countries and partners
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2009 ECOSOC High-level Segment: 
Russian Federation announced the 

First Global Ministerial Conference on NCDs

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 64/265 adopted on 13 May 2010

Copies available at www.who.int/ncd
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United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 65/238 adopted on 13 December 2010

Copies available at www.who.int/ncd

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

WHO's role in the preparatory process leading towards the
UN High-level Meeting on NCDs (New York, 19-20 September 2011)
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Mandate from the United Nations General Assembly
Resolutions A/RES/64/265 and A/RES/65/238

• Formal plenary meetings chaired by the President of the General Assembly
• Three round tables

Structure

To address the prevention and control of NCDs worldwide, with a particular 
focus on developmental and other challenges and social and economic 
impacts, particularly for developing countries

Aim

Outcome Document 
("We, Heads of State and Government, commit ourselves to ...")

Outcome

• Member States' delegations led by Heads of State and Government 
• Heads of UN Agencies, World Bank, IGOs
• Selected representatives from NGOs and the private sector

Participants

United Nations in New YorkVenue

Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 September 2011Dates

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

The formal plenary on 19 September 2011 shall feature an opening
statement by the WHO Director-General

19 September 
2011

The UN General Assembly decided that the report of the UNSG, in 
collaboration with WHO (and other UN Agencies), on the global status of 
NCDs, with a particular focus on the developmental challenges faced by 
developing countries, shall be submitted no later than May 2011 to the 
General Assembly.

Report of the 
UNSG

The UN General Assembly invites WHO to continue to hold regional
multisectoral consultations

Regional 
consultations

WHO's role in the preparatory process leading towards the
UN High-level Meeting on NCDs (New York, 19-20 September 2011)
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Regional Consultations for Member States
Dates

Available1-4 March 2011IndonesiaSEAR

17-18 March 2011Rep KoreaWPR (2)

Available3-5 February 2011FijiWPR (1)

Being finalized24-25 November 2010NorwayEUR

Available23-25 February 2011MexicoAMR

4-6 April 2011AFROAFR

Available24-25 October 2010IR of IranEMR

Report and/or
Declaration available at
www.who.int/ncd

DatesHost countryWHO Region

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

WHO Informal Dialogues
Dates

April 2011GenevaUN Agencies

Finalized2 November 2010GenevaPrivate Sector

Finalized1 November 2010GenevaNGOs

ReportDatesPlaceStakeholder 
Group
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Informal Interactive Hearings with NGOs and the private sector
(New York, June 2011)

A/RES/65/238:
• "Requests the President of the General Assembly to organize, no later than 

June 2011 and in consultation with representatives of NGOs in consultative 
status with ECOSOC, civil society organizations, the private sector and 
academia, an informal interactive hearing with NGOs, civil society 
organizations, the private sector and academia to provide an input to the 
preparatory process for the High-level Meeting"

• "Decides that the President of the General Assembly shall preside over the 
above-mentioned informal interactive hearing, and requests the President of the 
General Assembly to prepare a summary of the hearing, to be issued as a 
document of the Assembly prior to the High-level meeting."

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

First Global Ministerial Conference on Healthy Lifestyles
and Noncommunicable Disease Control (Moscow, 28-29 April 2011)
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Goals and Objectives of the Conference

• Goals: 
– To raise political awareness about the importance and potential of prevention and control of 

NCDs and place them higher on the global and national political agendas
– To highlight the necessity of development of "intersectoral prevention medium" and health 

management at national and global levels
• Objectives: 

– To highlight evidence relating to the impact of NCDs on health and socioeconomic outcomes 
– To promote multisectoral actions aimed at reducing the level of exposure of individuals and 

populations to the common modifiable risks factors for NCDs, while at the same time,
strengthening the capacity of individuals and populations to make healthier choices and follow 
lifestyle patterns that foster good health

– To profile available effective instruments, strategies and policies both within as well as outside 
of the health sector to address the epidemic of NCDs

– To accelerate integration of the prevention and control of NCDs into the global development 
cooperation agenda 

– To articulate a road map for action in the Moscow Declaration on NCDs
– To strengthen international cooperation for the prevention and control of NCDs with a particular 

focus on promoting the upcoming high level debate at the High-level Meeting on NCDs (New 
York, 19-20 September 2011) and beyond 

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

Terms-of-Reference:
• To engage in an active role in all technical aspects of the programme planning, content of 

the scientific sessions, development of background papers and production of the 
meeting’s outcomes.

• To provide advice with respect to the content and potential authors of the background 
papers to be prepared for the meeting (including being authors themselves)

• To advise upon the overall meeting format including the scope and content of plenary 
and breakout sessions

• To critically review drafts of the background papers as they are prepared providing 
suggestions to the author(s).

• To critically review and provide advice with respect to the proposed outputs to the 
meeting

• To review and provide direct input into the final report and declaration of the meeting
• To chair/co-chair of breakout sessions and act as discussants on breakout sessions as 

appropriate.

Meetings:
• 24 November 2010 (Oslo)
• 26-27 January 2011 (Geneva)
• 17-18 March 2011 (Geneva)
• 26 April 2011 (Moscow)

International Steering Committee
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Coffee 10:30
11:00

Opening ceremony and welcoming remarks
• Setting the scene, scope and purpose of the Conference 

09:00 
10:30

First Plenary Session
•Supporting healthy choices: Reaching the people and addressing key health risks: What actions have been taken 
in countries and what need to be done internationally?

14:00 
15:30

High-level Panel Discussion
• Addressing NCDs: Challenges, lessons learned, and opportunities for effective multisectoral action at global and 
national levels

11:00 
12:30

Keynote addresses
• Epidemic of NCDs: How serious is the impact on health and does it hamper development?
• Strategies to promote healthy lifestyles and prevent NCDs: are they affordable and do they work? 

Urban planning 
and NCDs
(Amur Hall, 
Tower 2)

Physical activity, sports 
and transport (Volga 
Hall, Tower 2)

Harmful use of 
alcohol
(Amphitheatre, 
Tower 1)

Food and 
nutrition
(Press Hall, 
Tower 1)

Tobacco control
(Congress Hall, 
Tower 1)

16:00
17:30

Coffee15:30 
16:00

Thursday, 28 April 2011

12:30
14:00

Lunch (including a Ministerial Lunch)

Plenaries
the vision

Concurrent Sessions: 
the action

Round Tables: 
the experiences 

Tower 1 (Congress Hall)

Tower 1

Towers 1 and 2

Proposed Structure of the Conference – First Day

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

Closing session: Moving Forward
• Action Points: Short and long routes to address NCDs: What should be done next? 
• Moscow Declaration
• Closing Remarks

16:00 
17:30

Second Plenary Session
• Enabling health systems to respond more effectively and equitably to the health-care needs of people with NCDs
• Options for sustainable health financing

09:00
10:30

International 
instruments for NCD 
prevention and control
(Amur Hall, Tower 2)

Coffee10:30 
11:00

Civil society and 
social mobilization
(Volga Hall, Tower 2)

Essential medicines and 
technology
(Amphitheatre, Tower 1)

Innovative options 
for health financing 
(Press Hall, 
Tower 1)

Primary Care for 
NCDs
(Congress Hall, 
Tower 1)

14:00 
15:30

Lunch12:30 
14:00

Friday, 29 April 2011

15:30 
16:00

11:00 
12:30

Coffee

Bridging the implementation gap:  research 
priorities and education 
(Amphitheatre, Tower 1)

NCDs and socio-economic 
development
(Press Hall, Tower 1)

Monitoring NCDs and their 
determinants 
(Congress Hall, Tower 1)

Proposed Structure of the Conference – Second Day

Plenaries
the vision

Concurrent Sessions: 
the action

Round Tables: 
the experiences 

Tower 1 (Congress Hall)

Tower 1

Towers 1 and 2
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• A draft Declaration is being developed in consultation with Member 
States. 

• The Moscow Declaration will be adopted by the participants of the 
First Global Ministerial Conference on Healthy Lifestyles and NCD 
Control (Moscow, 28-29 April 2011)

• It is envisaged that the Moscow Declaration will:
– Highlight the challenges encountered by Member States in 

addressing NCDs
– Include commitments to strengthen national efforts to address 

the burden of NCDs
– Propose recommended actions on the prevention and control 

of NCDs that Heads of State and Government may wish to 
commit to at the High-level Meeting on NCDs (New York, 19-20 
September 2011)

Moscow Declaration

Briefing to the Permanent Missions on the 
High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on NCDs
(Geneva, 10 March 2011)

1851145 High- and middle-income countries
122848 Low-income countries

Registration 
completed

ConfirmedInvited - Ministers

Registration Status on 9 March 2011

Dashboard:
• 107 Member States have confirmed their participation
• 79 Ministers have confirmed their participation
• 46 Member States have completed their registration

61163 UN Agencies, World Bank and other 
intergovernmental organizations

3373145 High- and middle-income countries
133448 Low-income countries

Registration 
completed

ConfirmedInvited – Member State delegations

107

79

46
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Thank you


