
African Group Recommendation and Work Program to the WIPO General Assemblies in September 2014 on the Work of the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore

Mandate of the IGC 2014/2015

Submit to the 2014 General Assembly the text(s) of an international legal instrument(s) which will ensure the effective protections of GRs, TK and TCEs. With a view to finalize the text(s) within the biennium, the General Assembly in 2014 will take stock of and consider the text(s), progress made and decide on convening a Diplomatic Conference and will consider the need for additional meetings, taking account of the budgetary process.

In accordance with this IGC Mandate for 2014/2015, the African Group makes the following recommendations to WIPO General Assemblies in September 2014;

African Group Recommendation to the WIPO General Assembly;

Convene a Diplomatic Conference in 2015, and provide three sessions, and a possible fourth inter-sessional meeting, to further refine the text in advance of the Diplomatic Conference. The session will follow a clearly defined work plan as set out in the table below, based on sound working methods.

	Dates
	Activity

	September 2014
	WIPO General Assemblies 

Approves the Recommendation to Convene a Diplomatic Conference in November 2015

	February 2015
	IGC 29 TK followed by TCE.

· Continue text based negotiations on TK; 5 Days.

· Continue text based negotiations on TCE; 5 Days.

Duration 10 Days

	April 2015
	IGC 30 GR
· Continue text-based negotiations on GR 

Duration 5 Days   

	May 2015
	IGC 31 Cross Cutting/Stocktaking Session GR/TK/TCE 

Duration 5 Days

	November 2015
	Diplomatic Conference to Conclude an International Legal Instrument(s) for Effective Protection of GRs, TK, and TCEs


