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SUBJECT:
Council for trips

1. THE NEXT meeting OF THE COUNCIL FOR TRIPS WILL BE HELD in the centre william rappard on tuesday 28 february 2012 starting at 10 a.m. and will continue on wednesday, 29 february as necessary.

2. the Dominican Republic has made a written request to add an additional item to the agenda.  Australia, Canada, the European Union, Japan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Singapore, Switzerland and the United States have made another written request for an additional item.  following these requests, the following items are now proposed for the agenda (the new proposals are listed as items m and n, respectively).

3. the following items are proposed for the agenda:

a. election of the chairperson

b. Notifications under provisions of the agreement

c. reviews of national implementing legislation

d. REVIEW OF THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 27.3(b)

e. Relationship between the trips agreement and the convention on biological diversity

f. protection of traditional knowledge and folklore

g. non-violation and situation complaints

h. review of the implementation of the trips agreement under article 71.1

i. REVIEW OF THE APPLICATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE SECTION ON GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 24.2

j. follow-up to the ninth annual review under paragraph 2 of the decision on the implementaiton of article 66.2 of the trips agreement

k. technical cooperation and capacity-building

l. letter from the chair of the general council concerning ways to improve the timeliness and completeness of notifications and other information flows
m. Australia:  tobacco plain packaging bill 2011 and its compatibility with the trips agreement

n. ip enforcement trends

o. information on RELEVANT DEVELOPMENTS ELSEWHERE IN THE WTO

p. observer status for international intergovernmental organizations

q. oTHER BUSINESS

4. It is recalled that paragraph 19 of the doha ministerial declaration provides that the council, in UNDERTAKING THE WORK PROVIDED FOR IN THAT PARAGRaPH, shall be guided by the objectives and principles set out in articles 7 and 8 of the trips agreement and shall take fully into account the development dimension.

5. any member wishing an additional item to be placed on the proposed agenda is invited to inform the secretariat of this sufficiently in advance so that a revised airgram can be issued ten calendar days prior to the meeting.

6. MEMBERS OF THE WTO, OTHER GOVERNMENTS WITH OBSERVER STATUS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WITH OBSERVER STATUS ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM THE SECRETARIAT OF THE NAMES OF THEIR REPRESENTATIVES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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